Reported speech


Reported speech (2)
Statements

1) If the sentence starts in the present, there is no backshift of tenses in Reported speech.
Example: Susan: "I work in an office." Susan says that she works in an office.


2) If the sentence starts in the past, there is often backshift of tenses in Reported speech. (see: Note)
Example: Susan: "I work in an office." Susan said that she worked in an office.
	Backshift of tenses

	from
	to

	Simple Present
	Simple Past

	Simple Past     
	Past Perfect

	Present Perfect
	

	Past Perfect
	

	will
	would

	Continuous forms

	am/are/is working
	was/were working

	was/were working
	had been working

	has been working
	

	had been
	


	Backshift of tenses (Sequence of tenses)

	from
	to

	Peter: "I work in the garden."
	Peter said that he worked in the garden.

	Peter: "I worked in the garden."
	Peter said that he had worked in the garden.

	Peter: "I have worked in the garden."
	

	Peter: "I had worked in the garden."
	

	Peter: "I will work in the garden."
	Peter said that he would work in the garden.

	Peter: "I can work in the garden."
	Peter said that he could work in the garden.

	Peter: "I may work in the garden."
	Peter said that he might work in the garden.

	Peter: "I would work in the garden." 
(could, might, should, ought to)
	Peter: "I would work in the garden."
(could, might, should, ought to)

	Continuous forms

	Peter: "I'm working in the garden."
	Peter said that he was working in the garden.

	Peter: "I was working in the garden."
	Peter said that he had been working in the garden.

	Peter: "I have been working in the garden."
	

	Peter: "I had been working in the garden."
	


If the sentence contains an expression of time, you must change it as well.

Peter: "I worked in the garden yesterday."
Peter said that he had worked in the garden the day before.

Shifting of expressions of time

	this (evening)
	that (evening)

	today/this day
	that day

	these (days)
	those (days)

	now
	then

	(a week) ago
	(a week) before

	last weekend
	the weekend before / the previous weekend

	here
	there

	next (week)
	the following (week)

	tomorrow
	the next/following day


Note:

In some cases the backshift of tenses is not necessary, e.g. when statements are still true.

John: "My brother is at Leipzig university."
John said that his brother was at Leipzig university. or
John said that his brother is at Leipzig university.

or 

Mandy: "The sun rises in the East."
Mandy said that the sun rose in the East. or
Mandy said that the sun rises in the East.

Reported Speechother reporting verbs
word changes
When reporting someone else’s speech, the time, the place and the speakers are often different, so tenses or modals (past/present tenses, will, can etc), words connected with time and place (today, here etc), and pronouns (I, you, he etc) often change: 
DIRECT: "I’ll do my homework, here, at the library, tonight." (said on Monday 5th)
REPORTED: She said she would do her homework, there, at the library, last night. (reported on Tuesday 6th) 

Verbs used in the original speech generally become more ‘past’ (i.e. they often go back a tense) but some of them stay the same:

present simple > past simple
present progressive > past progressive
past simple > past perfect (or remains as past simple)
present perfect > past perfect
past progressive > past perfect progressive (or remains as past progressive)
past perfect remains as past perfect
can/may/shall/will > could/might/should/would 
would, could, should, ought to and might remain the same
must > had to (or remains as must)

If the speech that we report talks about things that you think are still true then the tense doesn’t need to change: 
DIRECT: "Sally has broken her leg." 
REPORTED: He said Sally has broken her leg. 

When we report ‘requests’, ‘offers’, ‘advice’, ‘orders’, and ‘suggestions’ we often use a to-infinitive clause: 
DIRECT: "Can you pick me up from the station tonight?" 
REPORTED: I asked him to pick me up from the station. 
Questions in reported speech
The subject comes before the verb. The tense often changes (see above). Note also that question marks are not used in reported questions: 
DIRECT: "What’s the matter?"
REPORTED: She asked me what the matter was. 

If the question is a ‘yes/no’ question, we use if or whether to report the speech. The auxiliary verb do is not used:
DIRECT: "Do you like Oasis?" 
REPORTED: He asked me if I liked Oasis. 
say and tell
In reported speech, said followed by that is one of the most common constructions. We cannot say told that. If we want to use told, we have to mention the ‘hearer’ by using an object (him, her, us, Bob etc): 
DIRECT: "I love you but I can’t marry you!" 
REPORTED: He told me (that) he loved me but couldn’t marry me.
Note! That is often omitted, especially in speech.
other reporting verbs
We can use announce, answer, reply, promise, claim, warn etc instead of the more common say, tell and ask:
DIRECT: "I’ll call you tomorrow." 
REPORTED: He promised he would call me today. 
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