DETERMINERS

FUNCTION AND CLASSES OF DETERMINERS
Function
Determiners are words placed in front of a noun to make it clear what the noun refers to. The word 'people' by itself is a general reference to some group of human beings. If someone says 'these people', we know which group they are talking about, and if they say 'a lot of people' we know how big the group is. 

Classes of Determiners
There are several classes of determiners:

Definite and Indefinite articles
the, a, an 

Demonstratives
this, that, these, those
Possessives
my, your, his, her, its, our, their
Quantifiers
a few, a little, much, many, a lot of, most, some, any, enough, etc.
Numbers
one, ten, thirty, etc.
Distributives
all, both, half, either, neither, each, every 

Difference words
other, another
Question words
Which, what, whose
Defining words
which, whose
The following words are pre-determiners. They go before determiners, such as articles: such and what, half, rather, quite
THE POSSESSIVES
Possessive pronouns and possessive adjectives show who the thing belongs to.

	PERSON 
	ADJECTIVES 
	PRONOUNS 

	1st 
	(I) 
	my 
	mine 

	2nd 
	(you) 
	your 
	yours 

	3rd 
	(he) 
	his 
	his 

	 
	(she) 
	her 
	hers 

	 
	(it) 
	it 
	its 

	Plural 
	 
	 

	1st 
	(we) 
	our 
	ours 

	2nd 
	(you) 
	your 
	yours 

	3rd 
	(they) 
	their 
	theirs 


NOTE: In English, possessive adjectives and pronouns refer to the possessor, not the object or person that is possessed.

Example: 

Jane's brother is married to John's sister.
Her brother is married to his sister.

Examples:

a. Peter and his sister.
b. Jane and her father.
c. Do you know where your books are?
d. Is this their picnic? No, it is ours.
e. I think this is your passport. Yes, it is mine.
EXCEPTIONS TO USING THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
There is no article:

· with names of countries (if singular)
Germany is an important economic power.
He's just returned from Zimbabwe.
(But: I'm visiting the United States next week.)

· with the names of languages
French is spoken in Tahiti.
English uses many words of Latin origin.
Indonesian is a relatively new language.

· with the names of meals.
Lunch is at midday.
Dinner is in the evening.
Breakfast is the first meal of the day.

· with people's names (if singular):
John's coming to the party.
George King is my uncle.
(But: we're having lunch with the Morgans tomorrow.)

· with titles and names:
Prince Charles is Queen Elizabeth's son.
President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas.
Dr. Watson was Sherlock Holmes' friend.
(But: the Queen of England, the Pope.)

· After the 's possessive case:
His brother's car. 
Peter's house.

· with professions:
Engineering is a useful career.
He'll probably go into medicine.

· with names of shops:
I'll get the card at Smith's.
Can you go to Boots for me?

· with years:
1948 was a wonderful year.
Do you remember 1995?

· With uncountable nouns:
Rice is the main food in Asia.
Milk is often added to tea in England.
War is destructive.

· with the names of individual mountains, lakes and islands:
Mount McKinley is the highest mountain in Alaska.
She lives near Lake Windermere.
Have you visited Long Island?

· with most names of towns, streets, stations and airports:
Victoria Station is in the centre of London.
Can you direct me to Bond Street?
She lives in Florence.
They're flying from Heathrow.

· in some fixed expressions, for example:

	by car
by train
by air
on foot
on holiday
on air (in broadcasting)
	at school
at work
at University
in church
in prison
in bed


DEFINITE ARTICLE
THE
Articles in English are invariable. That is, they do not change according to the gender or number of the noun they refer to, e.g. the boy, the woman, the children
'The' is used:

1. to refer to something which has already been mentioned. 

Example: An elephant and a mouse fell in love.
The mouse loved the elephant's long trunk,
and the elephant loved the mouse's tiny nose. 
2. when both the speaker and listener know what is being talked about, even if it has not been mentioned before.

Example: 'Where's the bathroom?'
'It's on the first floor.' 

3. in sentences or clauses where we define or identify a particular person or object:

Examples: The man who wrote this book is famous.
'Which car did you scratch?' 'The red one.
My house is the one with a blue door.' 

4. to refer to objects we regard as unique:

Examples: the sun, the moon, the world 
5. before superlatives and ordinal numbers: (see Adjectives)

Examples: the highest building, the first page, the last chapter. 

6. with adjectives, to refer to a whole group of people:

Examples: the Japanese (see Nouns - Nationalities), the old 

7. with names of geographical areas and oceans:

Examples: the Caribbean, the Sahara, the Atlantic 

8. with decades, or groups of years:

Example: she grew up in the seventies

INDEFINITE ARTICLE
A / AN
Use 'a' with nouns starting with a consonant (letters that are not vowels), 
'an' with nouns starting with a vowel (a,e,i,o,u)

Examples:

A boy
An apple
A car
An orange
A house
An opera

NOTE:
An before an h mute - an hour, an honour.
A before u and eu when they sound like 'you': a european, a university, a unit

The indefinite article is used:
· to refer to something for the first time:
An elephant and a mouse fell in love.
Would you like a drink?
I've finally got a good job.

· to refer to a particular member of a group or class
Examples:

· with names of jobs:
John is a doctor.
Mary is training to be an engineer.
He wants to be a dancer. 

· with nationalities and religions:
John is an Englishman.
Kate is a Catholic.

· with musical instruments:
Sherlock Holmes was playing a violin when the visitor arrived.
(BUT to describe the activity we say "He plays the violin.") 

· with names of days:
I was born on a Thursday 

  

· to refer to a kind of, or example of something:
the mouse had a tiny nose
the elephant had a long trunk
it was a very strange car 
· with singular nouns, after the words 'what' and 'such':
What a shame!
She's such a beautiful girl.
· meaning 'one', referring to a single object or person:
I'd like an orange and two lemons please.
The burglar took a diamond necklace and a valuable painting.

Notice also that we usually say a hundred, a thousand, a million.

NOTE: that we use 'one' to add emphasis or to contrast with other numbers: 
I don't know one person who likes eating elephant meat.
We've got six computers but only one printer.

DIFFERENCE WORDS
OTHER, ANOTHER
These words refer to something different, remaining, or additional.

They are placed before the noun.

Another is used with singular nouns, other with singular or plural.

· There are other jobs you could try. 

· Where's the other packet of cereals? 

· Is there any other bread? 

· Have another cup of tea.

THE DISTRIBUTIVES 

ALL, BOTH, HALF
These words can be used in the following ways:

	ALL +
	1

2

3 

4a 

4b 
	-

the

my, your, etc. 

this, that 

these, those 
	Uncountable noun

or

Countable noun in the plural 

Uncountable noun 

Countable noun in the plural 


  

	Example: 

	1.
	All cheese contains protein
All children need affection

	2.
	All the people in the room were silent.
Have you eaten all the bread?

	3.
	I've invited all my friends to the party.
I've been waiting all my life for this opportunity.

	4a.
	Who's left all this paper on my desk?

	4b.
	Look at all those balloons!

	BOTH + 
	1

2

3

4 
	-

the

my, your, etc.

these, those 
	 

Countable noun in the plural 


 

	Example:

	1.
	Both children were born in Italy.

	2.
	He has crashed both (of) the cars.

	3.
	Both (of) my parents have fair hair.

	4
	You can take both (of) these books back to the library.
See note below


 

	 

 

HALF + 
	1

2

3

4 
	a

the

my, your, etc.

this, that,
these, those 
	Uncountable

or

countable noun 


	Example:

	1.
	I bought half a kilo of apples yesterday.

	2.
	You can have half (of) the cake.
She gave me half (of) the apples.

	3.
	I've already given you half (of) my money.
Half (of) his books were in French.

	4
	Half (of) these snakes are harmless
You can take half (of) this sugar.


NOTE: All, both, half + OF: 'OF' must be added when followed by a pronoun:

All of you; both of us; half of them
It is also quite common to add it in most of the above situations except when there is no article (No.1 in all the tables above.)

EACH, EVERY, EITHER, NEITHER
These distributive words are normally used with singular nouns, and are placed before the noun.

Each, either and neither can be used with plural nouns but must be followed by 'of':

Each is a way of seeing the members of a group as individuals:

· Each child received a present.
· Each of the children received a present.
Every is a way of seeing a group as a series of members:

· Every child in the world deserves affection.
It can also express different points in a series, especially with time expressions:

· Every third morning John goes jogging.
· This magazine is published every other week.
Either and Neither are concerned with distribution between two things - either is positive, neither is negative:

· Which chair do you want? Either chair will do.
· I can stay at either hotel, they are both good
· There are two chairs here. You can take either of them.

· Neither chair is any good, they're both too small.
· Which chair do you want? Neither of them - they're both too small.
HE QUANTIFIERS
Some and Any
Some and any are used with countable and uncountable nouns, to describe an indefinite or incomplete quantity.

Some is used in positive statements:

· I had some rice for lunch

· He's got some books from the library. 

It is also used in questions where we are sure about the answer: 

· Did he give you some tea? (= I'm sure he did.)

· Is there some fruit juice in the fridge? (= I think there is)

Some is used in situations where the question is not a request for information, but a method of making a request, encouraging or giving an invitation:

· Could I have some books, please?

· Why don't you take some books home with you?

· Would you like some books?

Any is used in questions and with not in negative statements:

· Have you got any tea?

· He didn't give me any tea.

· I don't think we've got any coffee left.

More examples: 

SOME in positive sentences.
a. I will have some news next week.
b. She has some valuable books in her house.
c. Philip wants some help with his exams.
d. There is some butter in the fridge.
e. We need some cheese if we want to make a fondue.

SOME in questions:
a. Would you like some help?
b. Will you have some more roast beef?

ANY in negative sentences
a. She doesn't want any kitchen appliances for Christmas.
b. They don't want any help moving to their new house.
c. No, thank you. I don't want any more cake.
d. There isn't any reason to complain.

ANY in interrogative sentences
a. Do you have any friends in London?
b. Have they got any children?
c. Do you want any groceries from the shop?
d. Are there any problems with your work?

THE QUANTIFIERS
Compound nouns made with SOME, ANY and NO
	Some +
	-thing
	-body
	-one
	-where

	Any +
	
	
	
	

	No +
	
	
	
	


Compound nouns with some- and any- are used in the same way as some and any.

Positive statements:

· Someone is sleeping in my bed.

· He saw something in the garden.

· I left my glasses somewhere in the house.

Questions: 

· Are you looking for someone? (= I'm sure you are)

· Have you lost something? (= I'm sure you have)

· Is there anything to eat? (real question)

· Did you go anywhere last night?

Negative statements: 
· She didn't go anywhere last night.

· He doesn't know anybody here. 

NOTICE that there is a difference in emphasis between nothing, nobody etc. and not ... anything, not ... anybody: 

· I don't know anything about it. (= neutral, no emphasis)

· I know nothing about it (= more emphatic, maybe defensive)

More examples:

SOMETHING, SOMEBODY, SOMEWHERE
a. I have something to tell you.
b. There is something to drink in the fridge.
c. He knows somebody in New York
d. Susie has somebody staying with her.
e. They want to go somewhere hot for their holidays.
f. Keith is looking for somewhere to live.

ANYBODY, ANYTHING, ANYWHERE
a. Is there anybody who speaks English here?
b. Does anybody have the time?
c. Is there anything to eat?
d. Have you anything to say?
e. He doesn't have anything to stay tonight.
f. I wouldn't eat anything except at Maxim's.

NOBODY, NOTHING, NOWHERE
a. There is nobody in the house at the moment
b. When I arrived there was nobody to meet me.
c. I have learnt nothing since I began the course.
d. There is nothing to eat.
e. There is nowhere as beautiful as Paris in the Spring.
f. Homeless people have nowhere to go at night.

ANY can also be used in positive statements to mean 'no matter which', 'no matter who', 'no matter what':
Examples:

a. You can borrow any of my books.
b. They can choose anything from the menu.
c. You may invite anybody to dinner, I don't mind.
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