BIRTH OF A SHIP (1)


BIRTH OF A SHIP

1. Contract Signing

The official ceremony where the shipping company and the shipyard sign a contract agreeing to build a ship. Matson's contract with Kvaerner to build the MV Manukai was signed on May 29, 2002.


2. Start of Fabrication

This is the point in time when material is cut and structural assemblies begin.

[image: image1.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.matson.com/bos/img/milestones/mileImage_02b.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.jpg]



	3. Keel Laying Ceremony

Largely ceremonial, the laying of the keel is the point when the first structure is installed on the building ways or construction drydock. In the case of the MV Manukai, it was the erection of the first grand block in the graving dock. The keel laying ceremony for this vessel was held on June 20, 2001.
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4. Outfitting

Hot outfitting, such as welding work, takes place before the ship is painted. Cold outfitting is the addition of parts after the ship is painted.
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5. Engine Installation

Includes setting the line shaft and drive train of the engine.
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6. Setting the Propeller and Rudder

Installation of the propeller and rudder to the vessel's stern section.
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7. Setting the Main House

The installation of the upper and lower portions of the deck house.
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8. Launch and Sea Trials

The first time the vessel is put in the sea and subsequently has all of its systems and general performance tested.
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9. Christening

The ceremony where the ship is officially christened, usually by a relative of a company official or a high-ranking politician.
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10. Delivery

When the ship arrives at the first port of departure for its first voyage.
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